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Minutes of the Fressingfield Parish Council meeting held as a 'Zoomed' meeting on 
Tuesday 23 June 2020 at 7.30pm 
Present: Councdlol'S • Alex Brockhurst Gany Deeks: Philip Eastgate; Tom Lindsay; Nick Stolts; 
Rachael Troughton: Nigel Trucker; Neil Venton; Andrew Vessey; Di Wame. 

Also in Attendance: 3 members of the public: Counci1lor McGregor. Suffolk County Coundl 
(SCO; Andy Parris. cletk to the cou1lcil and responsible finance officer (RFO). 

1 Flecrioo of rhe chair of the council Di Warne, nominated by AB and seconded by RT, 
was elected as chair of the council for the govemmental year 2020·2021. 

2 The cbair welcomed everyone to the meeting. OW thanked GD for his hard work, 
commitment, diligence. and exceptional passion for the village as chair of the last four 
years. This had been a particulal'ly difficult time for the council She recognises the way 
in which the council has been moulded into an effective team. Councillors offer-ed 
support for this assessment OW affirmed that she intends to continue with this inclusive 
way of working. 

3 Analogies Far absence· Apologies had been received from Cllr Hadingham. 

4 Members' declarariaos o f interest· AV declared an interest in agenda item 10.2 -
consideration of the planning application for 12 houses off School Lane. 

5 Flecriao oC rhe vice~cbair NS nominated by AV and seconded by OW was elected as 
vice·chair. 

6 t+Urnues of rhe arevia,rs meeting· 
1 The council r'esolved that the minutes of the pr'evious meeting Cl 7/ 03/ 2020) are 

correct 
2 Actions and progress since the last meeting 

1. Communication with Mid Suffolk District Council (MSDC). Complaints have been 
raised with MSOC by parishionets about working hours on the School Lane 
build ing site. These claimed the conditions of the permission to build granted 
by the distr'ict counci~ were being breached. (complaint type U. Co1nplaints 
have also been made about the district council's failure to acknowledge those 
initial complaints. (complajnt type 2) The clerk clarified that pr'ocedures to 
handle the two types of complaint are different. The council officer responsible 
for conditions complaints (complaint type 1) has eventually replied. He 
confirmed the site contractor had be-en contacted and that the site manager 
had assured him no breach of the conditions had taken place. The council 
officer has infonned the clerk that unannounced visits to the site will be made 
to see if the conditions for' the site are being met. No response has be-en 
re,ceived regarding the type 2 complaints. 
1he d.t< wll mab a formal complaint. (NB There is a formal complaints 
procedure whie:h the clerk will init iate. Cllr Hadingham will be informed) 

11. Lener from Mglian Water chief executive indicates a willingness to work with 
all concerned parties to find solutions to tlooding problems in certain parts of 
the village. This positive letter and a report from Suffolk Highways aftet an 
extensive investigation along New Street will be passed on to the drainage and 
sewerage group. (Thanks to Peter Bennet for getting a copy of the Suffolk 
Highways ceport.) 
Report ID l>f discussed II neocl dru,age and - aroup .-ng 

J)L hl/ltl{I/ 
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7 .Eina= 
The council disCt.Jssed the annual governance and accountability retum (AGAA) f0< 
2019·2020. Thete was a discussion about the council's assets, including the playing 
field. 
The cletk wll discuss the uaets current valuallon of the lnslnnet. 

2 The council agreed that the AGAR is an accurate description of its accounts and 
govema11ce for 2019-2020. 

3 Payments due were checked by 2 councillor'S against invoices. (Online authorisation 
of thes.e payments was completed after the meeting) 
The council scrutinised and confirmed the list of standing orders for the financial 
year 2020-2021. 

4 June's reconciliation statement was presented to councitlol'S prior to the meeting. 
There we!'e no questions specifically relating to this state.1nent 

s NS, n , and NV were selected be the finance committee for the coming year. 
RFO to orpnilo ,_ finance COlffllillae --ins 

8 Reaorts from 
0istl'ict councillor. Cllr' Hadingham was unable to attend. Her written report is on the 
parish council website. 

2 County councillor. Cllr Mc-Gregor: 
sec support for care homes had been good e.g. g;ving help where needed 
with pel'Sonal protective equipment (quantity and quality) 

ii sec review of chitdren·s centres should improve the q.iality and range of 
services based in the centre in Eye which are available in the parish 

m GMcG lobbying to ensure that, when sec is a consultee in planning 
applications for businesses. HGV routes around the locality are considered, 
not just how the vehicles access sites. 

9 Planning 

1 0C/ 20/02053 Resel"\le<I matters on outline planning permission for 28 houses off 
Priory Rd. The council unanimously opposed this application. It is a proposal for an 
urban-style development dropped into a village. By not recognising its setting the 
development would place children and other pedestria1ls in danger, create chaos 
associated with the wheelie bins and ignore the need to contnbute to rather tha1l 
detract from village life. 

2 DC/ 20/01820 Full planning permission for 12 homes off School Lane. The council 
supports this application. However, the proposal does not have any affordable 
housing. The parish council urges the district council to reject this part of the plan 
a1,d get the developer to change it. 

It was agreed that when writing the council's response to any planning application, 
the clerk would make direct reference to the parish neighbourhood development 
plan, where this is relevant. This plan has been adopted by MSDC (27 / 02/ 20) and 
district councillol'S should bear it in mind when deciding on all future planning 
applications.. 

,7JL bldttte 
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ReQl2llS: 
The previous chair': One positive of the hoo·ha created by plan,,iog applications 
during the four years of 1ny tenure has been the greater public participation in 
council decisions. ll would l>t: good i f lhis could be exu:mJt:d by parishioners filling 
vacancies that exist on the council Sadly, the well-established clerk, Carol Smy, died 
just a couple of months after the newly elected counciltor, Tracy Tyas. 
These uagic losses to both the council and the par'ish are significant and our 
condolences are once again sent to their families. GD highlighted the neighbourhood 
development plan as an important refetence point for- the disuict council as it 
comes under' greater pressure from central government when it is considering 
planning applications. Although links with both the district and county councils have 
been dis.appointing, we must use our councillors to improve them. Meeting with 
officer from Suffolk Highways has provided the parish council with a tool to make 
requests to that department more targeted. He confirmed that his time as chair had 
been both enjoyable and challenging and that he is keen to spend more of his time 
on family matte.rs whilst remaining as a councillor. 

2 Covid· 19 support scheme: Details of use of the scheme are attached. This continues 
to be relatively low but steady. There are no plans to stop the scheme. Reporting to 
chait and vice-chair will be fortnightly. He confirmed the Mrangement for presenting 
certificates of thanks to 3 local businesses and the medical centre. 
Some councillors felt the school should have been included in this group. This 
omission was discussed. The full extent o f the support it has been providing to local 
children and their families was explained to councillors. 

l - ai,eed to put the _.. ~ 1111s onto the perish -
The clerk: Further interest has been e~ressed in council allotments. No response yet 
from sec on app~cations to site speed indicator devices. tnforn1ation on data 
protection including policies has been updated on the council website. Implications 
of the changes will be discussed at next meeting. Advice has been received on the 
safety of trees on council land. Cleric to pt anocher 4'IOle for tree safety SUMI)'. 

NV is to - the councl's -
Co-options onto the council was briefty discussed. Applications to be co-opted will 
be on the ne:x.t agenda. 

10 A cooftct-eotial item was discussed. Separately minuted 
ll Matters hcangbt by the chair or cauocillacs· 

For inclusion on a future agenda: The clerk was previously notified that a youth 
council, the village emergency plan and the Covid· 1'9 response should all be items 
for the next agenda. 

The meeting closed at 10.05pm. 

Dates af next meetings 
finance committee 

2 full council 

JJL lt/titlte 
Signed: 

chair 

date and time to be confirmed 
Tuesday 21 July at 7.30pm 

date 
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FR:ESSINGFlELO PARISHCOUNCJL STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

O:,.tc of could mccdng 23 June 20201 
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